Right Hon. the Earl of Rosebery, K.G.
Posterity may be disposed to think that no better contribution has been made to Empire than Lord Rosebery's addition of East African territory.
Another of his successes was in the conduct of the Siamese negotiations with France, carried on under the old-fashioned diplomatic conditions,—so old-fashioned that it was not until all danger was over that the public learnt how, but for the courtesy and firmness of the Foreign Secretary, grave trouble with an ally, at that moment a little incalculable, might have seriously threatened.
Embedded in his tenure of office was an incident which testified to a shrewd knowledge of humanity. In November, '93, the great Coal Strike was causing widespread misery and unrest. The representatives of masters and men were called to meet the Foreign Office; two hours5 animated, if disjointed, talk occurred, :without the slightest sign of any prospective-settlement. " Gentlemen,55 said the Convener genially, "Jthere is some cold meat in the next room; shall we adjourn for a quarter of an hour ? 55 The delegates obligingly agreed and found a luncheon of Lucullus awaiting ^fiem; on their return to the "Conference, questions which, before the interlude, bristled with difficulty, seemed quite simple to solve.
Lord Rosebery5s Liberalism has appeared at times to oscillate between his original aristocracy and his fiftul adventures into Radicalism. Certainly London Radicals were his keenest supporters, when in March, 1894, he succeeded Mr. Gladstone as Prime Minister. Mr. Gladstone is said to have taken the opinion of the Cabinet on the successorship, and to have found that the only supporter of the claims of Sir William
99